PROPOSAL FROM SUBCOMMITTE C – SARAH DOUGLAS, DHEERAJ DUGGINENI, JOHN FELLINGHAM, KAY WOLF 
• Establishment of an Interdisciplinary Bachelor of Arts in Sexuality Studies

Guests: Joseph Steinmetz, Executive Dean of Arts and Sciences and Vice Provost; Professor Debra Moddelmog, Department of English, Co-Organizer and Director of Diversity and Identity Studies Collective at OSU (DISCO); and Professor Mollie Blackburn, School of Teaching and Learning, Co-coordinator of the Sexuality Studies Program. 
 
Wolf presented the proposal. The proposed new Bachelor of Arts in Sexuality Studies, devoted to the interdisciplinary analysis of human sexuality, has evolved out of the highly successful minor in Sexuality Studies launched in 2002 and currently having more than 80 students enrolled. A graduate interdisciplinary specialization in Sexuality Studies was introduced in 2006. The Diversity and Identity Studies Collective (DISCO) will house the new major. The new major will incorporate Arts and Sciences (ASC) and non-ASC course work, which will make us one of the first universities to offer a truly interdisciplinary major in Sexuality Studies. This new degree was designed to prepare undergraduates for careers in fields related to public policy, sexual health, social work, and for graduate school in the humanities, social sciences, and education. The major is composed of three parts:
· Ten credit hours of Core Cluster courses;
· Fifteen credit hours of Focus Area courses. Students choose one of nine tracks (adolescent sexuality, interesting identities, counseling, LGBTQ, education, sociology, health, women, history) or can develop a track with an academic advisor and the approval of the director;
· Twenty-five credit hours of Sexuality electives with courses currently available in Anthropology, Classics, Comparative Studies, Education, English, History, Human Development and Family Science, Psychology, Social Work, Sociology, Women’s Studies.
Steinmetz and Moddelmog explained the excitement associated with the creation of this new major at the college and university levels. There is a large number of faculty involved in the major from across the university.  The minor in Sexuality Studies is currently the second largest minor in the University after the minor in International Studies. There are currently two models for advancing Sexuality Studies within universities, the more prominent one in which Sexuality Studies is fore-grounded as part of an existing Women’s Studies Program, and one in which Sexuality Studies is established independently of such a program but with acknowledged affiliations between them. Both models have their virtues, but it would seem that the latter model is one that works well for an interdisciplinary study of sexuality in which Sexuality Studies courses and faculty are located throughout the university and not in one or two Colleges. This is the situation here, with Sexuality Studies courses well established in three colleges that are themselves interdisciplinary: Arts and Sciences (specifically Arts and Humanities, and Social and Behavioral Sciences), Education and Human Ecology, and Social Work; and new courses being piloted and moved toward permanent status in Medicine (Molecular Virology, Immunology, and Medical Genetics: Sexuality, Health, and Sexually Transmitted Pathogens) and Architecture (City and Regional Planning: Sex in the City, which is about how sex-oriented businesses are perceived and regulated).
During the discussion the following issues were raised and clarifications provided:
· Administrative support for the Sexuality Studies major will be provided in part through support by Arts and Sciences for DISCO. 
· All departments or schools regularly offering one or more courses in human sexuality have been approached for a letter of concurrence.

· The major in Sexuality Studies has been developed by the Sexuality Studies Oversight Committee (SSOC).

· Students will be advised by the Coordinators of the Sexuality Studies Program, Professors Moddelmog (English) and Blackburn (Teaching and Learning). If the number of students in this major increases quickly, the advisors will face significant time demands and there will be the possibility of hiring new advisors.  Also there is a possibility for the Program Director to develop in the future a list of Focus Area Courses from the approved list so that the students will choose easier their focus areas. 

· The new major will require minimal funding. Because Sexuality Studies has been so pervasive in so many disciplines for a number of years, there are already more than 30 faculty members who teach and do research in this area. This is a distinguished group of faculty, many of whom are well known both nationally and internationally for their research on topics such as intimate partner violence, religion and sexuality, adolescent sexuality, African American sexuality, Asian American sexuality, homophobia in sports, GLBT students in high schools, sexuality and literature, Latin American sexual formations, female sexuality, sexuality and the arts, and sexuality and education. Given the popularity of the Sexuality Studies minor, the intellectual strength and variety of career paths of the field, a large number of courses are already available along with faculty expertise.

· In the first years of existence of this major, it is anticipated that some students will be drawn from units across the university: Arts and Humanities, Social and Behavioral Sciences, Education, Social Work, Human Development and Family Science, and Public Health.

· Members of the Council expressed their gratitude and appreciation toward the crafters of this major. They thanked Muddelmog and Blackburn for their enthusiasm and time devoted in coordinating the creation of this new major.
Wolf moved approval; it was seconded by Lang and carried with all in favor.

